Politics is a primary obstacle to further reductions in malaria rates, one expert says. Civic unrest in affected countries is one of the biggest challenges, says Brian Ward, associate professor at the Centre for the Study of Host Resistance at McGill in Montréal, Quebec.
"Most people figure that malaria can be controlled as long as we don't have wars, revolutions, or natural disasters," Ward says. "Public health programs are the first things that disappear in a situation of political or military unrest." Ward cites the Democratic Republic of Congo as a case in point: "It's a rolling disaster."
But there are exceptions, says Richard Cibulskis, co-author of the WHO malaria report: "Iraq in the past 10 years has had considerable success in controlling malaria and so has Afghanistan." -William Burr, Ottawa, Ont. DOI:10.1503/cmaj.109-3765 
